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Guwahati For the first
time in the northeast, a
team of archaeologists will
conduct DNA tests on skele-
tal remains excavated from
a burial mound of the
famed Charaideo Maidam
todetermine their origins.

The team will find out
whether the remains be-
longtomembersof theerst-
while Ahomroyal family by
extracting DNA and com-
paringit with that of living
descendants of the royal
family.

The Guwahati circle of
‘the Archaeological Survey
of India (ASI) and the Dec-

ean College Post (}raduate 5

family, who hail from the

Tai Ahom community, and
compare it with DNA ex-
tracted from the bones.
Though the human re-
mains were collected from
Maidam number 2 (a burial
mound at the Ahom monu-
ment of
a decade' ago,
%a lyzed onf

| DNA and comparing it -

descendants

The team will f nd out if
the remains belong to
members of the
erstwhile Ahom royal
family by extracting

with that of the living

araideo) almost -
they were '

remains, but it is believed
that six persons were bur-
ied in themound.

Twenty DNA samples
were collected from the re-
mains and 16 samples were
collected from living male
members of the roiral fam-

18 fam'l'Ii' aan‘ﬂ’om

om female ig
ma;r’ied in tﬁe

members of other families.
“The purpose of the

comparison is to find out if

theskeletalremains belong
to a king or to plunderers.
For centuries, the mounds
of Charaideo were plun-
dered. The DNA analysis
will reveal the truth,” said
Madhujyor Rajkonwar, a
member of theroyal family.

“Earlier, we believed
there werefiveindividuals,
but now, it is clear that six
individuals were buried.
The bones were kept at the
ASI's office in Sivasagar.
We opened the box on Mon-
day. The DNA results will
take time. It is important to
know whether the remains
. belong to.members of the
yal. fanuly,
Musﬁnf ‘I‘rl,pathl assist-
ant p’?ﬁféssd?’* at I)eccan

sa;d Veena '

College Post Graduate and
Research Institute.

There are more than 130
maidams or burial mounds
in Charaideo. Ahom nobles
and family members were
all buried there. The
mounds are considered to
be holy and carry a senti-
mental value for the Tai
Ahom community.

“This is the most ambi-

- tiousar *haeological analy-

sis in the region. For the

first time in the northeast, -

suchacomparison between
ancientand modern DNA is

‘being carried out,” said Mi-

lan Kumar Chauley, super-
intending archaeologist,
Guwahat1 circle, ASI.

The Charaideo Maidam'
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is on the tentative list of :
UNESCO World Heritage: :

Sites.
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