~~
!;k1Chlfdqql~Ol

ACTIVITIES DURING
2010 & 2011

Menhir, Champai

Dist., Mizoram

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF INDIA
GUWAHATI CIRCLE

ACTIVITIES OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL
SURVEY OF INDIA,
GUWAHATI CIRCLE DURING 2010 & 2011
Since its establishment in February, 1983, the Guwahati Circle of
Archaeological Survey of India is playing a greater role in preservation,
protection and maintenance ofthe ancient monuments and archaeological sites
of the northeast region or the land of seven sisters comprising the States of
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland and
Tripura. This geographical unit lying in the northeast comer of India is
surrounded by the foreign lands viz. Myanmar, Tibet of China, Bhutan and
Bangladesh. The strategic location of the region, diverse cultures, languages,
religions, plethora oflegends made it a significant place in the cultural history
of India. The beautiful flora and fauna, the undulated topography of the land
forms viz. plateau, hills, mountains, river valleys, deep gorges and plains made
itareplica of the Indian landmass.
There are 79 (seventy-nine) centrally protected monuments and
sites under the jurisdiction of Guwahati Circle. Out of which 55 are inAssam,
03 in Arunachal Pradesh, Olin Manipur, 08 in Meghalaya, 04 in N agaland and
08 in Tripura. Among them the Ahom monuments at Sivasagar, Assam; the
temple ruins ofBamuni Hill, Singri Hill & Dah-Parbatia in Sonitpur District of
Assam; the remains of a fort & the monoliths at Dimapur, Nagaland and the
excavated Buddhist remains, rock-cut sculptures and the extant temples in
Tripura are noteworthy to mention
These protected monuments/sites can be classified into various
categories viz., Megaliths, temples and temple ruins, rock-cut cave temples,
rock-cut reliefs & sculptures of Hindu, Buddhist and Jain deities, Monoliths,
forts, Pavilion, palaces, tanks, rock carvings, inscriptions, masonry remains of
stone and brick temples, Idgah, Mosque, memorials, graves, bridges and other
secular structures. The constructions/sites belong to a vast period of history
right from pre-Christian era to British period.
The climatic condition in this vast region is very essential to be
studied while carrying out the conservation & preservation of the
monuments/sites. The region is watered by the mighty Brahmaputra which
springs up in the great reaches of the Himalayas and passing through
Arunachal Pradesh descends on Assam where it passes through a vast stretch
of fertile plain. On one hand it has been a boon to Assam while on the other
hand it is a curse due to its change of course at regular intervals. As a result, it
has engulfed many important establishments and seats of ancient civilization
on its banks.
Notwithstanding the destruction of old settlements made by the
turbulent river, there are quite a good number of ancient remains in the form of
temples and ruins, rock cut sculptures, inscriptions etc.
Due to heavy rains the monuments tend to get deteriorate owing to wild growth
of vegetation in their fabric which is a deterring factor in their preservation.
(A)CO SERVATION &PRESERVATIO
During the year 2010-11 the following structural renovation work,
landscape development and facelift to the centrally protected monuments/sites
under the jurisdiction ofGuwahati Circle of AS I have been undertaken.
Karengbar (Talatal-ghar) at Joysagar, Dt. Sivasagar, AssamPalatial monument oftheAhom period (18th century AD)The decayed lime plaster from the monument has been removed and
simultaneously conserved with identical material. Besides, the damaged floors
of stable were repaired with lime concrete mortar.
Golagbar at Joysagar, Dt. Sivasagar, Assam- This is a small hut
shape brick structure attached with a small porch of similar character popularly
known as Gola-ghar. The hut was said to be used as magazine house by the

Ahoms. The structure lies in front of the Talatalghar.
Lime-surkhi plastering to the exterior ofthe monument after raking
out the old decayed plaster has been undertaken. Plastering of the compound
Golaghar, Joysagar
wall and pointing to the existing
approach pathway have also
been carried out with the
identical mortar.
Sivadol
at
eghriting,
Dt. Golaghat,
Before Restoration
After Restoration
Ass am - A pan c hay a tan a
temple complex made of composite ground plan of main temple and four
miniature shrines, located at four comers ofthe main sanctum.
Here lime
concrete finishing to
the mandapa
and
lime-surkhi
plastering
to the
monument have been
executed.
Besides,
the ancient
steps
leading to the temple
After Restoration
Before Restoration
were also restored.
Dhandi Temple, N.C. Kamdayal, Dt. Sonitpur, Assam- Ruins of an
octagonal brick temple ascribed to the Ahom kings dated back to 18th century
AD. It was damaged in 1897 due to an earthquake.
The extant ancient brick structure was restored with lime-surkhi
Laying of brick-on-edge pathway at Dhandi Temple
mortar. The brickon-edge
pathway
was laid up to the
fallen upper part of
the temple.
Idgah
at
Rangamati Hill, Dt.
Dhubri,
AssamBefore
After
This is one of the
oldest survived Islamic structures of sixteenth century AD. The brick structure
is plastered with lime-surkhi. It was built during the reign of Hussain Shah, the
Nawab of Gaur,
Idgah at Rangamati Hill-Lime concrete flooring to the courtyard
who ruled the
area during 15th
- 16th century
AD.
Lime
concrete
flooring to the
c 0 u r t y a r d ,Before
After
raising the height of the dwarf wall and fixing ofMS grill over it have been
carried out to check the ingress of rain water inside the fabric of structure & the
entry of animals inside the monument.
Sri Sri Kameswar Temple at Hajo, Dt. Kamrup, Assam- Situated
on a small hillock called Mandachala, the temple popularly known as
Kamesvara enshrines a Sivalinga in the sanctum. The temple is built with brick
masonry and having a domical sikhara with four towers on the four comers.
The temple is assigned to late medieval period.
Since the monument is situated on a small hillock, it is susceptible to soil
erosion and hence to stop the soil erosion RR stone retaining wall has been

provided in the southern side ofthe monument. Besides, tree rounds were also
provided for sitting arrangement of the visitors.
Sri Sri Kedar Temple at Hajo, Dt. Kamrup, Assam- The temple
enshrines a Siva-linga in the central chamber. It consists of a garbhagriha and a
small mukhamandapa. An inscription attached to the temple shows that Ahom
king Rajeswara Singha (AD 1751-69) had erected two masonry walls along
the temple.
To check soil erosion, retaining wall has been provided on the
western side of the monument as well as an apron over PCC bed also has been
laid to arrest the water percolation inside the foundation of the towards the
same side.
Rock-cut Figures, Kamakhya Hill, Guwahati- A group of rockRock-cut figures, Kamakhya Hill -Providing of cattle guard gate
cut sculptures, bas relief
carvings and stone gate
way dated back to 11th 12th to 16th century AD.
situated on the western
slope of the Kamakhya
Hill.
Before

After

.

Fenching to Rock-cut figures, Kamakhya

Hill

A dwarf
wall
with
chain
linking fencing over
it, PCC approach road
including steps and
MS grill and cattle.
guard gate have been
provided at the site.
Before
After
Ancient Remains
at Boxanagar,
West Tripura, TripuraSuccessive excavations have enabled to expose a massive brick built stupa of
triratha plan, and remains of a chaityagriha. Further excavations have revealed
a monastic complex on the eastern side of the stupa. Stylistically the remains
Excavated Buddhist Remains, Boxanagar, West Tripura
can be dated to c.
7th-12th
century
AD.
The newly exposed
brick
structures
have been restored
by re-setting
the
missing bricks with
Before Restoration
After Restoration
com bin a t ion 0 f
same bricks & mortar and the entire structure have been water tightened.
(B)EXPLORATIO
A team of ASI officials of Guwahati Circle led by Dr. S.S. Gupta,
Superintending
Archaeologist,
assisted by S. Shyam Singh, Asst.
Archaeologist, Tapas Dutta, Senior Photographer & D.k. Majumdar, Foreman
have
surveyed
the
Lungphulian,
Zotlang,
Lianpui,
Vangchhia,
Dungtlang
& Farkawn
localities
of Champai
District of Mizoram to
assess the archaeological
potentiality of the region.
Archaeological remains in Champai Dist., Mizoram
The aforesaid localities are found with megalithic menhirs having petroglyphs
and caves. Since large numbers of carved menhirs are found at Vangchhia, this

Archaeological

findings,

Champai

Dist., Mizoram

office has submitted its
protection proposal to the
D i rec tora te General
Office, New Delhi. With
the protection
of the
Vangchhia
menhirs,
Mizoram
which
is
culturally barren in the list
of centrally
protected

monument would find its long ever due place.
(C) NATIONAL MISSION ON MONUMENTS
& ANTIQUITIES
(NMMA)The National Mission on Monuments & Antiquities (NMMA)
which was launched
in 2007 is actively
involved in creating a
National database on
built heritage, sites &
antiquities
from
published
and
u n pub lis h e d
Archaeological remains, Champai Dist., Mizoram
secondary sources. Archaeological Survey ofIndia (ASI) is the nodal agency
for NMMA to implement the various activities all over the country. Under the
jurisdiction
of
Guwahati
Circle
implementation
o
f
documentation
work of built
heritage
&
SLiC meeting & Photo Exhibition, Itanagar,
antiquities was
first started in the States of Assam and followed by Meghalaya. In September,
2010 the second meeting of the State Level Implementation Committee of
NMMA for the State of Assam was organised where it was decided among
other issues that Assam University, Si1char, Dibrugarh University, Dibrugarh,
Directorate of Archaeology & Directorate of Museums, Govt. of Assam will
act as the documentation resource centres for the documentation ofthe data on
built heritage, sites and antiquities available with them.
In March, 2011 the first meeting of the State Level Implementation
Committee of NMMA for the State of Arunachal Pradesh was organised at
Itanagar. The meeting was followed by two day regional workshop to impart
training on documentation process on built heritage, sites & antiquities.
Besides, a photo exhibition on the monumental heritage of North-East was
arranged on the occasion.
The first meeting of the State Level Implementation Committee of
NMMA for the State ofMizoram was organised at Aizawl in August, 2011 for
identification of documentation resource centres and funding mechanism,
documentation ofbuilt heritage, sites & antiquities ofMizoram etc.
(D) AWARENESS PROGRAMME

SLiC meeting, Aizawl, Mizoram

To create cultural awareness among the masses, particularly the
younger generation, who at large are unaware of their own invaluable cultural
heritage the Guwahati Circle has organised cultural awareness programmes at
different selected monuments in the northeast region. The World Heritage

World Heritage Week Celebration

& Photo Exhibition

at Hajo (2010)

Week (19'h to 25'h November) 2010 was celebrated at Sri Sri Hayagriva
Madhava Complex, Hajo. Dr.Ramen Talukdar, Principal, Suren Das College,
Hajo was the Chief Guest and Shri Sambhu Nath Sarma, Secretary, Sri Sri
HayagrivaMadhava Temple Committee and Shri SyedAbdul Gaffar, Khadim,
Po a-Mecca Dargah Coimmittee were the Guests of Honour. A Photo Exibition
on 'Monumental Heritage of North-East' was organized for the public in
general and the student community in particular. The World Heritage Day (18'h
April) 2011 was celebrated at centrally protected Gaurisagar Tank at
Gaurisagar, Sivasagar, Assam on the theme "The Cultural Heritage of Water"
as conceived by the ICO MaS for the same year. On th is occasion an awareness
programme was made for school students and local people for the protection of
monumental heritage of our country in general & ancient water bodies in
particular. Likewise, the World Tourism Day (27'h September) 2011 was
celebrated in association with India Tourism, Guwahati & Eco- Tourism
Society of North-East at the Brahmaputra Jungle Resort, Sonapur under the

World Heritage Day Celebration

and Sit & Draw Competition

at Gaurisagar,

Sivasagar

(2011)

theme of "Tourism-Linking Cultures", an opportunity to highlight tourism's
role in bringing the cultures together with promoting global understanding
through travel. The objective of world tourism day was to foster awareness

World Tourism Day Celebration

at Sonapur (2011)

among the international community of the importance of tourism and its
social, cultural, political and economic values. The main events of this
function included the ethnic cuisine cooking competition, folk dances and the
photo exhibition. As a part of this celebration the ASI Guwahati circle
organized a photo exhibition displaying photographs of monuments located in
different parts of North East India under its jurisdiction with the objective of
instilling of awareness about the rich monumental heritage of Northeast
Region. The visitors have shown lot of interest and curiosity in the celebration.

